
      President’s Report on 2014-2015 
Events

1) FIDE Harvest Grand Prix, October 24-25:  

This was our biggest money-loser. Although IA Rudy 
Abate graciously provided his excellent services at a 
most generous discount, we still had to pay the 
Westhampton Church for two days, plus provide a 
hotel room for Rudy. Also, very few FIDE-rated 
players entered, due to the tournament in Emporia, 
among others, on the same weekend.

Conclusion: If we EVER try to run a FIDE-format 
tournament again, we need to check with Mike 
Hoffpauir at the VCF to avoid future conflicts. We also 
know now that FIDE allows 1-day events.

2) Holiday Reception, December 6:
 

Here we honored Rusty for his many contributions, 
both on the Board and as President. This was an 
afternoon of good humor featuring a Hollywood-style 
“roast,” with Rusty “giving as good as he got.” 

Conclusion: The irony here is that this was supposed 
to be Rusty’s retirement, his “swan song,” whereby 
he was greatly curtailing his services. However, due 
to Josh Lilly’s withdrawal from the Board, we now 
welcome Rusty back, albeit with limited duties, after 
a “whopping” 1 year of retirement!



3) Jack Frost G/30 Tournament, February 14:

Turnout was surprisingly good, considering that we 
had about a foot of snow and treacherous road 
conditions.

Conclusion: Everyone seemed to enjoy this event, 
however, so I believe it’s worth continuing next year.

4) Grand Prix Warmup, March 21:

 Everyone heartily enjoyed this tournament, directed 
by Rusty, who also provided game score analysis and 
other tips.

Conclusion: I recommend we continue this event, 
especially with Rusty directing.

5) Spring Quick G/15, April 4:

All of our speed tournaments are some of our biggest 
draws, very popular with no real financial exposure.

Conclusion: I recommend we continue all our quick 
events.

6) Walter Muir Memorial, April 18:



This is now our only Grand Prix event with the end of 
the Tracy Callis tournaments.

Conclusion: I recommend continuing this 
tournament.

7) Block Party (“Homecoming”), May 17:

This is our big PR event on home turf. We get 
invaluable exposure at no financial cost to the Club.

Conclusion: Block Party, AKA Street Fair, is well worth 
the small amount of effort involved. Perhaps we 
could hold a press conference, or try to get a TV crew 
in there!

8) Festival in the Park, May 30:

This is our other PR event and the one that gives us 
the most publicity (and completed contact cards) by 
far. The Chess Club as a whole provided the activity 
for festival-goers, as Rusty retired his popular Beat 
the Master simul.

Conclusion: Continue this event in 2016 and beyond 
with the same formula of one-on-one interaction with 
passers-by.

9) Tracy Callis, Jr. Sunset Tournament, June 20:

Disappointing turnout was the main reason given for 
Tracy, Sr. withdrawing support for the Callis 
memorial tournaments. Still, those in attendance 



seemed well satisfied with this event.

Conclusion: I suggest we inaugurate a new series of 
Grand Prix events honoring Bill Bochman and/or Don 
Starkweather.

10) Summer G/30 Championship, July 11:

Everyone wants to vie for the title of Champion! 
Conclusion: Continue and expand the series with 
other time controls.


